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THE FABLE OF ONE .OF LIFE'S AMATEURS

Once upon a time there was a boy who could
lick his weight in wildcats.

PESTS! OTHER PLACE EARTH HAS THEM SUCH VARIETY
By JANE DIXON.

Is It, think you, no sharp
HOW scrivener up to now

written a couple of vol-

umes on "Pests I Have Known
In and About New York"? Such

fertile field for fancy! Such an
opportunity for scattering s!

. If there be a Voltaire
.among you, let him rise up and romp
forth on a subject already too long
Btftlected.

Those who have made a business of
globe trotting assert without reserve
New York leads the world In the va- -

The heat the sightseeing pest together.
itotjr and perfection of Its pests. As a
propagation ground for pests It has no
equal. Let a new situation and
quicker than the lightning's (lash
there Is a new brand of pest there to
meet it.

For years free and otherwise un-

trammelled citizens have been com-
pelled to leave that most precious of
all their effects, their hats, in charge
of strange human 'beings who return
a battered fedora for a fresh Panama
or n derby for a straw sailor1 as they
please. In return for this compulsory
service the hat's owner pays a fee as
large as his bankroll allows. No use
trying to sneak past the watchdogs of
tho checking privilege. Boys in lll

follow to the uttermost parts
of any place to gather a hidden hat
and exact their tribute. They mem to
be able to scent a hat for blocks and
to take the trail straight to the chair
beneath it Is concealed.

Bo much for hats. Men have come
to accept this annoyance as one of the
regular burdens of daily life. They
part with their headgear without a
whimper. Doubtless If we had measles
all our lives we would come In time to
iot mind them.

Now to go on to tho automobile
pests I

First and foremost Is the voluntary
guard who, the instant you drive up
to a curb, springs out of the sidewalk
like a dank weed out of the night, and
Insists on taking charge of the gaso-
lene steed against your return. Tho
truth Is you do not want your car
ttulcd. You feel the thing is perfectly
aA to take care of Itself. You men
tion this to the pest, but he goes right
ofi fumbling with the door and making
obeisance lust the same.
' When It comes to a turndown he Is

dead from the shoulders up. You give
him an angry look, alight hastily and
walk uway with fcack bristling. That
otight to squelch him all right.

, Six minutes or tlx hours later you
return to make a quick getaway. Hut
(he pest beats you to It. He comes
loping toward goal from tho swinging
doors of the corner saloon, where he
hits been coaling up for the strenuous
duties of his position; or he is slum
Bering peacefully with his head on
your favorite robe and his feet propped
against the glistening surface of the
back aeat enamel.

If you never expect to pass that way
again you may drive merrily away,
leaving tho pest standing on the curb
stone sans dime, sans quarter, sans
half dollar, sans anything. The best
he can do is to hurl maledictions at
your departing head and consign your
car to the seventeen punctures of
Hades.

On the contrary'. If there Is the re
motset chance of the same pest meet
ing you again, dig down deep and
hand over the hush money. Other

wlse you will issue forth some time to
And your car full of mysterious flat
tires. There will be rattles where rat-
tles never were before, and strange
squeaks and inexplicable disappear-
ances.

The volunteer charge d'auto pest Is
of two varieties. First und most ob-

noxious is the man slxe sort with the
slovenly clothes and the nose like unto
a rare ripe tomato. Before the In-

vasion of the automobile he used to
walk up beside you and confidentially
Inquire If you would see a poor man
starve for the want of a nickel to buy
a sandwich and a cup of coffee. Now

and come

arise,

which

lie has a much better graft. Kvery
little while lie"can buy a flock of beers
instead of a measly single.
. What are you going to do about It?
Like as not he Is u scout, for a band
of automobile thieves, and the next
time you meet your car it will have
"hanged its coat from cream to dark
blue, with a New Jersey license to
complete the disguise.

The second vnrlety of pest Is the
small boy who swarms over the run-
ning board und chatters he must be
left In charge. He Is accompanied by
a flock of small boys In various stages
of unBanltarlsm. You feel certain that
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As he' grew older he beat up all the
stevedores. he.
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on

when this hungry mob has finished
playing with .tho various plugs and
pedals the car will be n tdtnl wreck.
Also you know If you attempt to shoo
them away the playing will go on all
the more once your back Is
turned.

one

The cop the
it.

and

world owes him u rldo ho Is right
In

A man who motors from up
way any

ho Is In a he can count
on being at least fifty times.
If he acceded to nil demajuLs what

isow ana again ,you will be np- - j now a really automobile
proaojied by a small boy who looks I wotlld resemble an old armv transport,
you In the eye and puts the When he refuses to allow the pests to

of watching your car up straddle the hood und drapo them-t- o
you squarely. Give a Job. You selves .over thu top they abusive

can bank on It he will take the change mid shout about the world's wealth
to his mother. He Is A regular Ing divided nil wrong. Manv of them

wage earner In embryo and the watch- - will become andIng fee may mean for an cn- - connive to have all automobiles con-tir- e
family verted Into red ti.innel shirts.

form of automobile pest has bov nests, tthv flnPR lint rnnin
wake i making then breeze restaurant

.ixc. niu mu nan or men give lime nmt Attention to the
stands In tho middle the road and who follow folks for blocks
erica loudly to be taken passing . whining their noses like hard-rrfoto- r.

Tho wjy he figures It enid To all outward npprnr- -

HUGHES is riding to the joust
With verbal and rowel;

The Democrats are writing notes
Demanding disavowal.
doctor thinks that seven drinks
Are rather more than plenty ;

A savant said
One should not wed

Till was four and 'twenty.

A daring fashion now obtains
Among the very wealthy

They without their
Which really is not healthy.'

lightning struck a country place,
which an oil well spouted ;

Who says the farm
Has lost its charm?

And China's loan was flouted.

The capture of Gorizia
Was much appreciated.

The Irish Argument is still
Religiously debated.

Lord Rockefeller laughed in church,
Which pleased the congregation.

Results are slow
In Mexico,

And Hayti is a nation,
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the Perfection of Pestiferousness Some
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From

A party spoiled by the war

THE NEWS THE WEEK
A Brooklyn husband left the

To whom statutes bound him
The offered

To any one who found him.
An Indiana gentleman

Performed for fifty hours
a (lute

Of ill repute
The neighbors all sent flowers.

the
liked

Ts UUL

fiercely stopped

Another

peace pest.

wife

ludy fifty cents

n reuard of
i vs i i n

f

W4

fifty
will ht paid

retunrt,f
husband

.The lady offered 50 cents.

bigger better

morning

one

ances they are oklng alms for the
Newsboys Home. Tno suggestion may
be out of order, but If you wish to con-

tribute to the upkeep nf the Newsboys
Homo would it not be to mail
tho contribution directly to tho head
of the Institution?

Among tho most persistent the
present day pests are the "table hop-
pers." ThoQoppcrs Infest restaurants
where they make life miserable for
(Kltrons by pinning themselve. on a
party for anything from n drink to an
evening's entertainment.

Many hoppers of both sexes earn a
precarious lUellhood by this noxious
business. The of Is to
get nil dressed up like a parade anddeveloped in tho of tho street interested in tho Into a where

of
a

the

whip

summer

the

wiser

of

V

One day he whipped the champ in Then they matched him in the ring, where an
a street fight. ancient pro hypnotized him with a look.

Moral: Experience will be served.
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plan procedure

next thing you know the waiter Is
taking tho order. If things fall to look
promising at that Uble tho hopper sees
some one at another and the trick 1.

repeated until something good turn.
up.

The table hopping pest has no
shame. Men or women, they have j

been Insulted by experts und tho ordi-
nary hint of polite society passes over
their heads like a German Zeppelin
dropping papier macho bombs. They
have one purpose In lifo and only one
to snatch free liquid refreshment here
and there, to ease In on a luncheon or
dinner or supper without having to
bother about the check.

Another restaurant pest worthy of
extermination by fair means or foul '

they are sure to meet people they l the fellow who knows all about the
know. A nod of recognition. The ,

war and Insists on lighting It out ,

hopper stop to speak a word of greet- - right then and there. You come In J

Ins, to ask a phony question. The aml select a side table with the one j

person worth wnue. you are all set
i for n quiet dinner, with maybe a gamo

of eyes across the table and plenty
of those eloquent silences so rcplcto
with thrills.

rtrarcely nro you settled when the
war breaks out. A man with a has.
voice talks himself red In the face
trying to persuade u man with a tenor
voice that to far as the Kaiser goes
everything I over but the shout.us.
The tenor voice person grows .pale and
glassy eril In his effort to prove to
tho basso profundi! how the Allies cm
tie one hand behind them and still win
the war In a walk. Dishes rattle, silver
drops to the floor, bottles and glasses
arc overturned In the fury of the
word light. Anxious wnltets hover in

l the oiling, ready to sail In and separate
the combatants should they actually
clinch.

ISy the lime you reach dessfrt and
tho verge of nervous prostration the
battle is drowned in the Mowing bowl,
peace has been doclarrd and all that is
left for ou Is the wreck of what might
have been a perfect evening. You de-
ride the next time you want to dine
quietly with the line Nest Hit J,oil
will have the table laid in the middle
of Tlnnw Square along about theatle
time.

At this seHson of the year It I

well to keep a keen lookout for the
' cousins, of cous'ns of ..ours who arc
trundled In from the districts where
elderberry biisheH and snake fences(

are found In ureal profusion. If ou
i are awakened at the crack of dawn by
i a set of strangers bearing In one baud
l the well known telescope affected by

rural travellers, and In the other th"
equally well known cotton umbrella,
tell them you are the Janitor or "tress"
and that the family has gone to the
.South Sea Isles on a live year visit

Othttwlso you will be leading the
strangers by the hand through the
Aquarium. They will clamor to bo

The Kaiser kissed a

The Kaiser kissed a
To pay it for its losses ;

Can it be true that Two
Is short of Iron

A that wav
Will cure

The paper trade
Is badly

And Villa tried to bite us.

a h of sliced

spent the better part of u ilny at lie committed, uial Isto t tici eternal
liranta Tomb. Yim will bu called of gravy and cherry pic.
upon to point out tin; Waldorf-Astori- a, ' "Have u new cocktail for you," cries
the roof pi nil' n uhcio Harry Thaw the pest. "You want lo not this nut
went gunning, and every tlmn ouMirc. Orcatest little cocktail ever hi- -
pass n house on Fifth avenue it will
be up to you to say to which one of
tho Vanderbilts it belongs.

a

ycr pest.
The in wlio insist.! on j our tiying ".Wit on your lite." re

out a new dish or a new ill Ink !

fanly runs.
"Have I'lir eiten cliquy p.e

with gi.ivy'.'" lie Imiulu .

You admit the neglect in iur culi-
nary education.

"Greatest dish in t!.c uuild. Learned
to rat it out Tlmbiict.M. VI),
cherry pie Is not rluiry pie .it all with-
out some nieo cream gravy to give It
lone. Waiter, two portions of vlurry
pie and .i ilKli of gravy."

Loudly you pmtet.t. You pli'.nl dys-
pepsia, Indigestion and
knee. You ny to be al'nwed lo enjoy
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regiment.

regiment

Wilhelm
Crosses?

scientist declares
appendicitis;

frayed,

condemnation

An armor plated bathing suit
Was recently invented.

The Austrian defences are
Considerably dented.

Thu Czar pursues his westward way,
Although the pace is slower;

The stencilled gown
Has won renown

And gasolene is lower.

,The armor plated bathing suit.

jofrn held
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Reach Notes

Habits "Table

OF

fertile

Dana

By

welterweight

Dimple 0 i pc.ieht.s, Notii-In- g

stirring. 'I'lie culltiiiry crime, nni'l

(

t

vented."
"(lllc.3

answer.
I'll slick to Itrnnx." jou

The "Watch car?"
m. t raves pr

oll

in

housemaid's

l raiu:..-- , listen closely. I'm in t.ie
thnktr uiu.il p.uts of gin, ginger

ami a crushed plum. I'ut tile
seed of I hi plum In thu bottom of the
lit ss. Fiappe well- pour all, bin
wo nil. i'.ottoins up."

When y tm have deciiltd you have nut
lcn attached by a llcllir.in Mibm.ir n
after all, but li.no merely been p'i
Miadol by ,1 pi st, you place both liauds
l.lgh aboo you and tal.o thu o.itn- -

' neer again!
Well to tho f,.e uf the pest st

should be tin. man who buys liiinsrV
a ilrof.-p- y g isses and operates r em
from ppcr windows. You might b il

at the freiiiency with uhlih e
j "i curs, not only downtown In the ! vi
jdlstllct, but up pi the exclusive np.ir'.
mem :inu-- e and 'slilentl.il sections a.

jw.ll. Wlut Joy he Ils in iilitnidl
himself Into tile prluicv of perfei 'li

.strange people Is a miicsIio'i wltlm it .in
answer, tine i'f tltw vnrieti iipir.it
from tho gable window i f a

jn'hool across the wiv ilueisl f'day-- . I h.-I- been told tlieie is i pr . n

jn'iiteiu'e lor this, pest ir be is cau '

When they c.ite'i the one in Hie si.
house I hope the sentcnie will bo it' ih- -

Mug lllVKll.
The man or woman whose ilnnc.ni:

resembles I lie pln.Mul pase . of .1 In
grown elephant ale nlwn.xs witn n
They me on their fot at tlie t
MT.ipe of the violin and then romp!
lieeame the orchestra only pun id
three- encores'.

"h, tine it w.iltn I'm wi.d .i'm'- -'
11 wait::. Hurry, let's 1101 in.ss im
of 11."

I When the tniture l river Mii
wild too, Mil not about tlie '''
Thi ll .Mill hobble to the lliropod -t '1

next day. lie toMs you m lime ViiU

j may walk th same, but oiir f"
will never look the s.iiiii' .ik.i.'

, ofcoiiiso we nro nil well .icuii.ue'
Iwith tlie ear oulir; the poison, w.

hums In tho next rluur woilo I'ariis"
- poiirlni; out Intuit,' sop- -, tlm tie j

borhood lulkliig nincliiiie with
I cracked vin e that desci rates

tune we oio'e Invul; the "end so.r
' hos , the illaln who buy sc.iri tu

the outre of the inwjit the the.itr
il'td drag themsohes oer us at 'V rv
Intermission, All thoio nn I mi I

cent, pure pest,
"Why wouldn't U be a uooil lu "

laio joiil' own pihnte pot i'i'I tarry
it right along with jouV" asked In

I man who brought up the po- -t i.uH'
j "In th.y way ,um would not have ' '"

ooineieii wnn Ille lusts or oilier Ins
bo too busy. After a w

you Would get used lo olir I"' t J
never know II wiw Hi pe "

Which brings us to 11 lepi'llt hi f
the thought; We rail get u t'
anything, oven measles and the
of ew Yolk."


